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Avports and Tweed-New Haven (HVN) Airport Announce Transition to BioEx
Fluorine-Free Foam (F3), a safer Firefighting Foam

HVN’s Conversion Comes Ahead of DOD Timeline to Replace Foams

New Haven, CT – Tweed-New Haven Airport (HVN) announces a significant step in its ongoing
commitment to environmental safety and public health. The airport has now transitioned to
BioEx Fluorine-Free Foam (F3), a safer, PFAS-free alternative. BioEx is a leading partner in the
transition to biodegradable, fluorine-free, and silicone-free foams, which are less persistent in
the environment and readily biodegradable, officially ending the use of all fire-suppressing
foams that contain PFAS (per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances). This transition is part of
Avports' broader commitment to delivering innovative and sustainable solutions at the airports it
manages. The move aligns with nationwide efforts to phase out non-biodegradable chemicals.

To make the change, HVN worked with Laydon Industries, a state-approved contractor, to
complete an extensive offsite process to drain, flush, and thoroughly clean its fire engines,
suppression systems, and tanks to ensure no harmful traces remain. The transition to the new
F3 foam was conducted offsite, where the systems were retrofitted and then brought back to the
airport fully in service and compliant with CT DEEP regulations. According to the EPA, the
current scientific research suggests that exposure to certain PFAS may lead to adverse health
outcomes. In response to efforts to combat these hazards, the Department of Defense will
require the removal of PFAS-containing foams by next year, placing Tweed-New Haven Airport
ahead of schedule for this important transition.

"We have led Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting (ARFF) for decades, and this transition further
reflects our deep commitment to both environmental responsibility and operational excellence,"
said Jorge Roberts, CEO of Avports. "As we continue to innovate, we remain dedicated to
setting new standards for safety and sustainability in airport operations."

"At Laydon, we are proud to have partnered with Tweed-New Haven Airport in completing this
critical transition to BioEx Fluorine-Free Foam (F3),” said Jeffrey Laydon, CEO of Laydon
Industries. “This project aligns with our core mission to implement environmentally sound and
sustainable solutions that safeguard our clients and surrounding communities."

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/our-current-understanding-human-health-and-environmental-risks-pfas


“This is an important environmental and operational milestone for HVN,” said Michael Jones,
CEO of The New HVN. “The airport is committed to positive environmental stewardship. I am
proud of our operations team for working with CT DEEP to lead this transition to F3 foam for
converting our three firefighting trucks at HVN. It is important to note that fire-suppressing foams
containing PFAS were only used during actual fires and not at any other time. Additionally, HVN
ensures that we meet and exceed environmental regulations from planning to implementation
across the airport.”

"The switch to F3 foam not only improves the safety of firefighting operations at Tweed-New
Haven Airport but also demonstrates the airport's broader dedication to the health of its
surrounding communities and the protection of local ecosystems," said Robert Reed, Chairman
of the Tweed-New Haven Airport Authority Board. "I'm especially proud that HVN was able to
make this change well ahead of the federal mandate. We are setting an example for other
airports nationwide and doing what's right for our community and planet." The airport works
closely with federal authorities, while a third-party contractor is responsible for safely disposing
of the PFAS-containing foams. The airport will continue to keep the public informed of its
ongoing environmental initiatives.

About Avports
Avports is an experienced American-owned and based airport manager and operator with over
650 employees and a 97-year track record. Founded in 1927 as the airport infrastructure
operator division of Pan American World Airways. Avports has operated more than 30 airports,
aviation facilities, and passenger terminals in the United States, including 52 years of active
operations in New York State. Avports currently delivers operations and management services
in 15 airports under management or P3 lease, covering passenger terminals and facilities in the
US and the Caribbean. www.avports.com

About HVN
HVN is a regional airport in Southern Connecticut managed and operated by Avports. Founded
in 1931, Avports has managed HVN since 1998, providing 26 years of expertise in airport
operations. The company is currently developing a new terminal and is committed to a
zero-emissions operation. HVN serves over 1 million passengers and over 90 daily operations.
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